
One of the things I noticed while 

-

ics meeting was the energy in 

the crowd. They had an amazing 

presence- you could always hear 

them and feel their passion. It 

is something that is completely 

absent from all other sporting 

events on camps- even Varsity 

Cup matches. It is even worse 

for other sports. Sports like 

cricket, hockey, netball, and soc-

cer get almost no support what 

so ever. So what’s the problem?

Firstly, for sports that aren’t 

rugby, there is very little adver-

matches are not readily available 

anywhere. For  reasons obvious 

to most people (with the excep-

tion, perhaps, of Kovse Sport), 

people need to know when are 

where their team is playing in 

order to support them.  

Secondly, Kovsie students don’t 

seem to be very dedicated fans. 

years athletics was so energetic 

is because those students a sense 

of loyalty to their residences. 

That type of excitement and loy-

alty seems to fade away once the 

end.

Lastly, if you want lots of stu-

and support enthusiastically, 

make beer easily available. It 

really is that simple. However, 

this being the University of the 

Free State, alcohol is strictly 

regulated and so watching sport 

is somewhat less interesting.

In conclusion, I think the poor 

support of most campus sport is 

not entirely students’ fault. Just 

tell us when and where, and let 

us have a drink.

We’d like to hear your opinion 

on this. So if you agree or dis-

agree, tweet us or send us a mes-

sage on Facebook.
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The annual first years’ athletics 

meeting at Pelliespark was an 

exciting event as always. The 

first year students competed en-

thusiastically for their residenc-

es not only on the track, but also 

for the coveted spirit trophy. 

The women’s competition, and 

the residence trophy, were won 

convincingly by Wag-‘n-Bi-

etjie who finished with 82 

points, beating Roosmaryn who 

claimed second place with 49 

points. Lizzy Kriel’s brilliant 

performance helped secure vic-

tory for Wag-n’-Bietjie. Kriel 

won the 100m, 200m, and 100m 

hurdles events comfortably.

JBM won the men’s competi-

tion with 68 points. Historical-

ly, Veritas have dominated the 

men’s competition, but they 

could only manage second place 

this year, scoring 65 points.

All of the residences showed a 

lot of energy and creativity in 

the contest for the spirit trophy, 

with body paint and even fire-

works all around the ground. 

The trophy was awarded to 

JBM who showed a lot of origi-

nality and enthusiasm.

Editorial team

Shimlas annihilate Wits

2013 kicked off on Monday night 

with some fascinating rugby and a 

few surprises.

The Shimlas started their season 

against Varsity Cup newcom-

ers, Wits. The debutants were no 

match for a rampant Shimla team 

who scored eight tries in the heavy 

rain and conceded only a try and a 

penalty to win 61-7.

of the tournament at a packed 

Craven Stadium in Stellenbosch. 

UJ went into the half time break 

with an 8-0 lead, but the Maties 

scoring four tries and keeping UJ 

scoreless to win the match 29-8 

and secure a bonus point.

The upset of the week came 

in a thrilling match between 

NWU-Pukke and UP-Tuks in 

Potchefstroom. 

Pukke dominated possession and 

rewarded with three converted 

tries, going into the break with a 

24-0 lead. Tuks regrouped in the 

second half scoring four tries and 

conceding just a penalty. The de-

fending champions, despite scor-

ing more tries than Pukke, were let 

down by sloppy their goal kicking 

allowing Pukke to win the match 

26-23.

Finally, UCT-Ikeys and NMMU 

scored a try each with the match 

ending in a 5-5 draw.

home game of the season against 

the formidable Maties team on 11 

February at Shimla Park.

Varsity Cup Fixtures 

11 February:

FNB UP-Tuks v FNB UCT, 

Tuks Rugby Stadium - 5pm

FNB NMMU v FNB Wits, 

NMMU Stadium - 7pm

FNB UJ v FNB NWU-Pukke, 

UJ Stadium - 7pm

FNB Shimlas v FNB Maties, 

Xerox Shimla Park - 7pm

Tweet: #Shimlas2013Champs

John Wessels
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